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ENID RUSSELL

Miss Enid Russell joined the Chapel in November 1955 (Record, 1955, p. 193) and went to the Indian sub-continent with the Bible and Medical Missionary Fellowship from 1959 to 1973, firstly in India and then, from 1961, at the United Mission Medical Centre in Nepal. She was a nursing sister, specializing in pediatrics and midwifery, later Nursing Superintendent. Details of her letters published in the Record are noted below.

‘This is my story’, Chapel Record, September 1997, pp. 22-3. 

The war years (1939-45) in Edinburgh were comparatively quiet but individual lives were affected deeply. My brother Graham was evacuated and my father’s work involved him in travelling all over Scotland. After schooling here and there, my mother and I spent a year in Alva, near my brother. My mother became increasingly unwell and my brother and I, together or separately, spent time with relatives, friends or strangers. My mother died tragically when I was ten but left me two gifts I value - a love of the beauties of nature and some sense of God’s presence in our lives. After the turmoil of change and bereavement, faith became more real and personal when I accepted Christ as Saviour at a Scripture Union camp. Scripture Union arid Crusaders meant much to me during the rest of my school years and probably helped me to do a couple of years work before I left school. 

Thereafter I left Edinburgh and did general nursing and midwifery, specialising in orthopaedics - firstly in Bridge of Earn, Dundee, Bangour and then back to Edinburgh for a while. It was in 1957 that I transferred my membership from Perth Baptist Church to Charlotte Chapel. That was a busy year with Guides, Bible School, Longstone Sunday School and, importantly a Navigators study group. A follow-on house group supported Mary Wight and I when we went abroad. 

Two years at Mount Hermon M.T.C. in London was good preparation for living abroad! Gradually God’s way for me became clearer as I became involved with the Bible and Medical Missionary Fellowship (now Interserve). Within a few months I was on my way by ship to India. None of my initial interests led to real openings but I was thrilled when I was sent to Nepal, having spent some months in Lucknow, Landour arid Kalimpong. Twelve worthwhile and happy years followed. I worked mainly, not in orthopaedics, but in paediatrics, the out-patient department and latterly in administration. The time came when I made the difficult decision to return home, I have never questioned the rightness of that decision. Sharing in training Nepali nurses to take responsibility and seeing some of them become Christians was so rewarding. It was also special for me to work among Tibetans.

Before starting the Health Visiting course in Aberdeen I was able to spend a few worthwhile months in St Christopher's Hospice in London. Aberdeen became my home for ten years and I enjoyed my work, my friends, my home and visitors. Finding a niche in Crown Terrace Baptist church was very important to me. I reluctantly began to consider moving back to Edinburgh for family reasons. I was fortunate to get a post in Edinburgh. Within the month of January I purchased my present flat, near work and less than a mile from my near ninety year old father and stepmother. I began to settle in Edinburgh and it felt good to be back in Charlotte Chapel. … [Details of the next few years are in the Record article.) I am now a volunteer at Bethany Homemaker twice a week, helping some of the neediest in our community gather the wherewithal to make a house into a home. I also have close contact with the local Church of Scotland day centre for the elderly. Kitty, my elderly stepmother still lives nearby.

My strong interest in Nepal continues and I was able to return for a third visit last November. The growth, vitality and vision of the church was so encouraging and the welcome of Nepali friends was deeply moving.

Record letters:

1959, p. 154 (sailing); 1960, pp. 62, 78; 1961, p. 61; 1963, pp. 13, 16, 108, 193; 1964, April, p. 23 (home on first furlough); 1965, January, p. 21, June, p. 22 (return to Nepal), September, p. 21, December, p. 21; 1966, April, p. 21, December, p. 21; 1968, February, p. 22, November, p. 22; 1969, May, p. 22, October, p. 23; 1970, November; 1971, September; 1972, July (London, then course in Aberdeen).

Support stopped, March 1972. On list in 1973 as ‘home for training’. 

